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"things (as the Philoſopher long ſince obſerved) the more common, theberrer they are. And bh 
{as hel hin aa may ſometimes take liberty ro ſpeak without > Sage ecially 
Garalynrd+. ſem co the moſt material points. Something 1 would: by ay of 


cauſe it is a Proverb as old as & Apole himſelf its Author, "Por tbe 
wokis Loft: I will pray in aidof my Lord Bacon, and deſi rehim to be 
-. df Counſel for me. And firſt, forthe worked and manner of handling, 
thus he ſpeaks, 'The form of writing 20bich beſt agrees with ſo variable 
| md univerſal an CO e (as is: the handling of Negotiations and 
all other the fitteſt which Machiavil de choice of, for the 
of: Policy ond Government ; namely, by Obſervations and Diſcourſes , as they 
ory and Examples. Ns ng: drawn freshly, and, asit werein our view, 
pur of Parti | jangthe way beſt to Patticulats again ; and ichath much thegrearer life for 
Se ken the Diſcourſe er Diſcepration attends upen the 5 xample, than when the Example 
attends uponithe Diſceptation: for here not only orderbut ſubſtance is reſpe&ted. And as to the 
marter, ware ins pellion, to lee che world undone by inſufficient Counſellors 
=—_ 6 Ge pur own Diets ſo-many good Ships loſt, asit were, in the very mouth of _ 
-ungkjlfu vn Ando ſee fighting Armiesnegle&ed, and impertinene hi 
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Ys aye an?. Let him to theſe two things. To the firft. The ſpeech of Themiſts- 
ves, > hin wasindeed ome what unciyikand baughty ;. bur if ichad been applicd to 
others, pF Certain {ie way ſeem to comprehend in ic a wiſe Obſervation and a grave 
Cenſurb; Deſi dt a Feaſt ro roucha Late, he ſaid; he could nor Fiddle, but yerbe could make 
a ſtag # 2 wo Biey Theſe words drawnhto apolitick ſenſe do excellently expreſs and di- 

' ftinguizhty ilitivs," in't peta deal imbuſine(s-of Eſtate. For if a.true Suryey be 
taken of all ; | tever were, and others promoredropublick charge, 
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Tothe id Armories, goodly races of Horſe, Cha- 
riots © War, | fry and dibfike ; alt chis isbut-a Sheep in a Lions skin, 
except the irion.of the People be Rout and Warlike: Nay nutober it ſelf in- 

_ Armies it -wherethe peoplcis of a faintand weak courage + Feryas Virgil faith, 
At revertroub , how maty the Sheep are, Anda littleafrer, A man may rightly make a 
judgment, and ſeri 5g ph for a ſure and certaintruth,,that the principal poine of all other which- 
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Let us then look upon the means and advantag mo 
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nothing ſo lar _ but is bounded ; nor, nothing ſo confuſed bur'is 


ordered by it. ), will circumſeribe ſuch wild ama Gs 


within its own limits, he 
And for our incouragmenit , letus by the fear the jy ent 


of that excellent Man, Sr. alter Raliegh, in the calf of the es O- 
narchy, which then was, what France now is, £01 the reſt of Euro 
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France that's come tothe'greateſt Thos in reſpe& of Domeſtic 
-Empireit is capable. of-. For 7. I.. whereas hererofore the body of that 
+. * Kingdom was notintite, but ſubje&to ſeveral predtBarons, who were 
-- + Aablenotonlyto expoſtulate, bur to contend with the King, the are all 
2 ght gore ro a dependence. on the Crown, and'becom moſt obſe- 
{uk quious to it. ' beſides, many of the richeſt andmoſt potent ofthem 
are of rheblot) Loyal ;* ſo that upon thefailer of thoſe who are before 
i: their poſteritie may ſucced to the Crown, which kee 
nto 2+ All thoſe wighty members into which that King 
Fs was | Mea, divided, are now annexed to the Crown':.,So' that 
; * x Forlargehelgof Territory, and' compadted and united ſtrength , its be 
+ "" cam the moſt formidable Kingdom in all Europe.” Andas by-the for- 
mer of theſe, they have ſecured themſelves again{t all inteſtine-Wars, 
| which many. times through the intereſts and®euds of thofe Barons, 
 *_©*.. fhookthe whole Frame of that Kingdom ; So, by the: latter, they have 
- Ws fencedthemſelvesagainfFall. Forreigh invaſion.” For heretofore- all the 
4 . neighbouring, Prifices ere ready upan-every occaſion -to invade the 
Kingdam of France, The Dukes of Burgundy , Britmnie, Guienneor 
| Sag Poa rempting them thereunts, and giving them ac- 
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JJ Jrother times forced them to buy Peace 'ofe chem, 
Bur: now whoſoever Would" invade that King- 
nly want thef for their confederires to invite andaſſiſt 
Jave ther * or Gn This far*47achiavel has 
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; _—_ ey annexed them to their:-own. Which way is undoubtedly 


*cothdcred,and the laft way being that which the French practicein their 
SARA mokes the doubt. yet greater. | 
Ffom 'rhat of the State}, if we deſcend to the conſideration of the 
perion ofthe King , it gives us theſe two 'momentuovs Obſervatians. 
Is It ſhewes us howneceſlary a thing icigfora Prince that would: ether 
defend orenlarge his State , to. excel in pratical Wiſdom , which..con- 
filts in application , condu@t and'purſuit. For by that meanes he 
Shall alwayes be ſerved of wiſe and excellent men. For it ever. was, 
aud ever will be true; as the Prince%himſclf is , fo are þis Counſel, 
and:choſe.gharareabour him. A weak Prince-yill never endure wiſe 
men z\- mugen wiſe.men- ever be ſafe under. an inadvertent Prince, 


Aud iigive him-mighry advanrages'over the Princes and Stares that are 


abour han; eſpecially if their adminiftratians below, . weak, .andre- 
mils. Aug itis commonly ſeen when a. great man z:{cs. in the World, 
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Gther that he is alode, -or that the magnificenceof higaQions ſwallow 


| þthe weaker efforrs of others, as the Sea does tlie Riyers,” And ſe 
 condly, That when a wiſeaod Martial Prince riſes, 'and isſucceeded 
onevr wo Princes of equal Flndition to himſelf ,: wichour a pulillant- 
7 may do yery great things.m-the world;. fincethe 
Princes alone, Philip-and Algeender, in the King 
| was ſufficient to Conquerthe World: I conclude 
therefore, Thar if adobe 157 of France ſhould'be ſucceeded by 
elf, aa would ſwallow up the 0dr 8 
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Now having taken a'vi 


{ides,-/they will-;goas ſoftly. 
Summer, for fort of awaking 
*Fits , and trading Humour ha ; 
ftomacks donor ſerve them to meddle with. For though itberrue that 
whoſoever he be, that ſhall attei7pr to ſer up an Univerſal Monarchy 
t Europe, will firſt or laſt find England the rongeſt bar iithe way; F 
fay Fbpland;whichis notonly the ſtrongeſt; barn OY ug _ 
Kingdoth thatis in Europe, next-to. France. "And therefof& Philip IT. - 
$f Spain, after al his vain/attemprs and putſuit,. turned Cw 
voy | nd+- 
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vn ily in that Kingdom; 
names Koglith is eerribleta ro.th "ra "Burke adds, 
en thetfame reaſon fort: & 537 us, thereare Hot fo 
"ns" ' they Tl hould' fearus ſomuch- -now,as they did for- 
antiges which we had overrhar Kingdom being moſt of 

4 archy cometofirs Full Rceneth: and the greateſt 
| k >iiketd ſee. And yettherebe very ſtrong reaſons why 
5 rhe Ns mg ws us: and if they.d6 notapprehend them, itis no bo- 
$4 | me Dur owns, And1 ſays "that both the, Spanish and French 
| yp ay” hefitfucha remembrat cot the a a as. the Romans 
di hor H pnibal. - . Nay, Trhidk is my betruly rmed, That France 

ig 8 are afraid of the ts. aches England Ghar? is, the King and the 
ſtates < Bindeir, @n , are all cotnprehended under the word 
| Parkatcn)aipar an an y ae 4X4 not of. allche Princes and States of Eu 


a "TY Burif Francewill doneit er of theſe, wheels ic then that ey 
Fa | 1 anſwer, "We mult not take,qur meaſures, bytlioſe reports they-- 
erobe; given out upand down the world, Eby) 6 py. the 
of their Neighbour-Princes and: Srates as Jugglers& nor. when 
&m tJookt Wnoheoad muſt wetegard it; but conf der Bythe Xo 
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of the Spanish Netherlands, and particularly to ſeize upon Oftend and - 
Newport. And when he has don that, to turn his whole force upon the 
Empire, not omitting inthe meane time to attempt all that he can do 
there, as well toamuze and divert them, as to open his way to the com- 
pleat Conqueſt of that branch of the miſerable houſe of Auſtria, * 
Todemonſtrare this, I know no better way, then alittle to conſider, 
and diſcourſe upon the conſequences of this, with reſpe& unto Eng/and 
and Holland. For Englund. If the French be permicted to become ma=- 
ſters of the Spaniſh Netherlands, and to pollefs Offend and Niewport, 
then E gland will not only not have a footing on the Main , bur all the 
. Sea-coalt oppoſiteto the whole body of it will be in the hands of the 
French, always Enemies to England in Intereſt and Humour. And if 
he pleaſes to look over the Sea, he may ſeize upon Ireland when he plea- 
ſes, which will alwayslie open to him, and where he will find Papiſts 
enough to entertain and joyn wich him. And ler it be remembred , that 
Ireland is in a manner already cut off from England by the Irif h A&. 
And what would E»glard then be, but an Iſland hemm'din by the Sea, 
and their Enemy its maſter, and ſhut out of the world 2 By this means 
they will be precluded from ſending any ſuccoursto the reſcue or relief 
of thoſe Provinces. And by this means alſo it muſt neceſſarily come to 
paſs (which is worſt of all) that Zngland muſt loſe both the Dominion 
of the Sea, and their Trade; and in time will not be able either to build 
or ſai] Ships out of their own Ports, without the Licenſe of France, 
And ſowill be in a fair way to becomea Feudal Province of France, And 
thus we ſce England may be diſtreſfled withour warring directly upon it. 
It is thegreatelt blemiſ hin the Reign of Henry the Seventh,(celebrated 
in our Hiſtories for one of the wiſeſt of all our Princes) that he ſuffered 
Britany co be loſt, andannexed to the Crown of France; a foul! ſpot in 
ſo beautiful a Picture, as heis taken by the Pencil of my Lord Bacon. 
And the more think of theſe things, the more I am confirmed, that 
we { hall ſtir up the juſt indignation of thoſe that are to come after us, 
againſt our memories; and it.will be the wonder of ſucceeding Genera= 
tions, that ſogreata King asthe King of England ; in a War that had for 
its ends an Univerſal Monarchy for the moſi- Chriſtian King , and the 
ſubverſion of the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt, The one as fooliſh 


. and impoſhible to be effected, as the other is full of monſtrous and de- 
B teltable 
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_ fteſtableimpiety towards God, And to which ends our Enemies have 
been travelling through a Sea of Blood, and all thoſe'crooked ways the 
firſt attempter againft God,beat out to thoſe that travel with Pride, Am- 
bition, and Impiety : T ay, that ſuch a os in fuch a War, and fuch a 
Peace as followed it, ſhould fit till, and fuffer himfelf to be (as it were) 
beſieged in his own Kingdom, whilſt he ſuffered France, not only to 
grow toan over-ballance to Englandin Naval force, but to plant himſelf 
all along on the oppoſite ſhore of the main Continent, and in the mean 
time to ſuffer the greafeſt part of Europe to be conſumed with the flames 
of an unjuſt War, and befacrificed tothe ambition of France. An ag- 
-gravation greater, by how much England has been famous for holding 
and caſting the Ballance of Eyrope, and proreQion of the Proteſtant 
Religion. Since therefore it isa royal vertue in Kings, not only to avoid 
Flatterrers as a Peſt, but to. encourage ſome body to tell them the truth 
roundly, ſtill preſerving the dignity of theirperſons, and the majeſty of 
their ſtate; I. think a man cannot do better than to bring things home 
to them : for if Princes would but alittle reflet, and look back upon 
the times paſt, where they might ſee the beauty that is upon; the memo= 
ry of good Princes, and the Tehotmiry of thac of the bad, they would 
jor the excellency of plain dealing, and the odioulneſs of pernicious. 
Atery, 

For Hollend. It will be enough to ſay, That it they ſuffer the Spa- 
nish Netherlands to be loſt, France will not only claim, by a Title prior 
to theirs, all the Conqueſts and Dominions of this State in Flanders and 

Brabant , but may ſet up the Title of the Houſe of Burgundy to the 
whole Seventeen Provinces: and firally, that they will have a very bad 
Neighbour. | | 

I conclude therefore, That it is the intereſt of Englandand Holland, 
by all means, not only to preſerve the reſt of the Spanzsh Netherlands 
from falling intothe hands of France, but to make him vomit up what 
he has already ſwallowed of them, For beſides what I have already ſaid, 
If France once becomes maſter of thoſe Provinces, Holand and the reſt 
of the Provinces of the League will become an eafte and cheap prey to 
him, which concerns England not a little. in point of Intereſt. And 
to keep thoſe Netherlands in the hands of Spain, ts, (I think ) 


more the adyantage of England and Holland, than itis of Spainit ſelf. 
; 7 For 


(9) 
For of Spain weareſecure, becaulc hes weak, atrhat diſtance, and nei- 
ther wil!, nor can incroachupon his Neighbours: and fo we preſerve the 
greateſt Bank of fecurity:to both, againſtthe Inundations of France. 

Toconcludethis part, For:tthe:molt Chriſtian King, we are no doubt 
to look upon him asthe miniſter of Gods indignation,howbeir he mean- 
eth not ſo, but has done all theſe things in pride and cruelty,, and attri- 

- bured their ſucces to his ſtrength and wiſdom : For the power both of 
Satan and wicked Kings 1s'/trom God, but the will and malice is their 
own. Therefore che French King has made uſe of all theſe powers and 
advantagesto do evil ; evil-1 ſay, than which the molt mercileſs Ty- 
rants, and deftroyersof the earth (whom God has ſaid he will deſtroy) 
havenotinany the molt barbarous age of the world,commitred greater, 
or more crying tothe righteous Sod far vengeance. And a'Pcince affe. 
Red with fo valtand wild ambition, is tobe looked on asan enemy to 

| mankind, as a proudattempter rodeſtroy the bounds which God has ſet. 
And therefore if ſo excellent hope, that God will.ſtop the way againſt 
oureuemies, if we return to him; if the preſervation of the true Re- 
ligion , theliberties of our Countreys; the great intereſts of mankind., 
or whatſoever other excellent conſideration wecan propoſe to our minds 
will moveus, lerus behave our ſelves like men, and doſomegreat thing 
worthy our remembrance. 

And this brings me to the ſecond part of my. diſcourſe. In the firſt 
we haveſeen the miſchiefs, let us now conſider of the remedies. 

Now becaule there is no ſeparate Kingdom or State in Europe fuffici- 
cient toballancerhe weighty Body of the French Monarchy, norany of 
their trengths in disjunCQtion , competent to be oppoſed againſt fo for- 
midable force; therefore there muſt be a new fond of Power and Inte- 
reſt raiſed up, ſufficient to keep the ballance of Europe from being called 
back into a Chaos, out of which the French may form an Univerſal Mas 
narchy, according tothe Ideathey have conceived thereof. 

And this can by no means better be done than by England and the 
United Provinces, entring intoa new League, forthe mucualand reci- 
procal defence of themſelves, and their Confederates, that \ hall be ad- 
mitted into ſuch League, and for preſervation and defence of the Spa- 
*nish Netherlands, ana for reſtraining the further growth and increaſe of 
the French Monarchy, and hindering theirincroachments upon the _” 
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of Europe. The excellency of which League will appear by this ; That 
' the ends of itareinamanner common to all Europe : For though the 
reſervation of the Proteſtant Religion be moſt the concernment of 
England and Holland, yet the ſpecial and immediate end of the preſerya- 
tion of Flanders, andthe generalend of holding the Ballance of Europe 
is Untver/al. 4: $03 Qu 
Upon occaſion of the beginning of the War between the Latins and 
 theRomans, CMHachiavil has delivered this Rule ; © That in all Con- 
« ſultations, it is beſt to come immediately tothe point in queſtion ,, and 
«bring things toa reſult, without too tediousa heſitation and ſuſpence. 
And the reafon of this is founded upon divers obſervations which By [22-p 
thers out of ſeveral partsof the Roman Story : -as, © That weak Com- 
© monwealths are generally irreſolute, -and 111-adviſed, as taking their 
© meaſures more from neceſlity than eleQion : That 'tis the property of 
e weak States to doevery thing amiſs, . rnd never todo well but inſpight 
© of theirteeths ; for thereis no ſuch thing as prudence amongſt them ; 
© That weakand irreſolute States, 'doſeldom take good Countels, unleſs 
©they be forced ; for their weakneſs ſuffers them not to deliberace, where 
* any thing is doubtful; and if that doubt be not removed.by a violent 
©neceſity, they never cometoareſolution, but are always in ſuſpence : 
© Andthatitisa fault peculiar to all weak and improvident Princes.and + 
* Governments to be flow and tedious,as well as uncertain intheir Coun- 
« ſels, which is as dangerous as the other. With divers more of thelike 
nature. Wherefore thete may ſeem to be but one thing that may per- 
plex us, and that is, Whether this courſe may ſort to the nature of the 
rimes and our circumſtances? Touching this point the. ſameAuthor gives 
this Rule, © That the occafion of every mans good or bad fortune. con- 
«ſts in his correſpondence & accommodation with the times, The wary 
courſe that Fabims took againſt Hannibal was good, becauſe the times 
and the condition of the Romans ſuited ro it : But had the ſame courſe 
been holden on when Scipio undertook the War, Hannibal might have 
ſtaidin Fraly; butthetimes being changed, they alſo altered the me. 
thod of the War. Anditis certainly true, That to every purpole there 
ts atimeanda judgment, therefore the miſery of man is great upon him, 
becaufe the time is hard to be diſcerned : for, if the time be miſſed, things 
cannot ſucceed; for man knoweth not his time. If a man chuſes a wrong 
| time 
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time, hetmay labour and travel,nor only in vain as to the iſfues deſigned, 
but maybring forth his own deſtruction ; for the univerſal influence 
and concourie of the firſt Providence is wanting. But when we ſhall ſe- 
rioully conſider, that there.isno other way lef z, that the French King 
will neither be quier himſelf, nor letany bodyelſealone ; and' that we 
mult either rhrow up.che-Cudgels, and ler him domineer as he pleaſes, 
or do ſomething that may either deter him from attempting further, or 
if he does, may { hew him thereis as good iron in the. world as any he has 
in France. Iſay, things being thus, I can foreſee no objeRion of weight 
againſt the propoſition. That State that will detend ic ſelf, muſt be in a 
condition to offend its enemies. And ſo long as this Stare ſhall give oc- 
calion to France toapprehend that they are afraid of him, he will uſe 
them as Dogs. | | | 
: Therefore ſince islike to be a League of as great importance as has 

been made in the world a good while, to render the ſame ſecureto the 
parties; to add majeſty and grandeur to it 4, to renderit more ſacred ; 
and togive it weight and reputation in the world; it will be neceſſary, 
that the ſame be approved, ratified, and confirmed both by the Parla- 
ment of England, and the General E#tates of the Seven Provinces, in an 
extraordinary Aſſembly. I confeſs the thing is both very extraordinary 
and magnificent, and will make the times famous. But the arguments 
that orcs the neceſſity thereof are irrefragible; the demonſtration 
whereof I ſhall leave this whole diſcourſe, and the dignity and weight 
of the matters themſelves, to give evidence unto: and ſhall fay no 
morein thisplace, Than that there is nothing that Princes and States 
may more juſtly value themſelves upon, than Faith and Sincerity, in 
their Leagues, and Treaties, and Negotiations with other Princes and 
States: and inlincerity or Stare-hypocriſie lefs becomes the majeſty of 
State, than it docs private perſons in moral and civil ations. 

But before we goany further, it will be but neceſſary to anſwer an 
Objc&ion that may be made on the part of England, and that is, That 
to confirm a League by the Parkament, will weaken the Kings Preroga- 
tive. To whichI anſwer 1. Ad hominem ; That which has been don 
in the time of former Kings, and thoſe the greateſt and wiſeſt of our 
Princes, and: did not leſſen their Prerogative; may be don again without 


weakening the Prerogative of the preſent King, But this thing has been 
wn | | B 3 often 
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often don in former Parliaments, as our Rolles of Parliament, Records, 
Law Booksand Hiſtories shew. But I $hsll content my ſelf to. name 
two of three of the moſt Principal, as fufficienr, Ft Ih 
A League and Allfance was made berween King Henry 5. his Heires 
and Succeſlors, and Sigiſmend King of the Romans his Heires and Siucs 
ceſſors Kings of the Romans, and was confirmed by A@-of Parliament, 
Coke Inſt, pars 4. 156. Rot. Parl. 4. H. 5. No 14. 
_ _Thatilluſtrious Peace;s. H.5. made between Chartesthes, of France, 
and the faid Henry 5 :*of England: (who was the 'very Alexander of the 
Kings of England for ENLrEy) by which the King ot England 
had confirmed to him the Regency of the Kingdom of France during 
the life of Charles, and the ſucceflton of the Crown after.his death, 
was ratified by the three Eſtates of France, and ſworn to by the Kg 
of - England in Parliament, and-by the ſame Parliament ratified. 
And 11. Heny4.the'fame caſe happenedagain. The three States of 
the Kingdom joyned withthe King in the ratification of a Peace with 
Francein the ſame mantier. This King was a Prince of great wiſdom and 
ſufficiency (as T ſaid before); He invaded France with a Royal Army, 
madethem buy a Peace of him , and pay him Tribute, which continued 
yetin the times of- Henry 8, his Son ; nevertheleſs heratified a Peace by 
the P a#liament. So you fee'tiwo Kings, one the greateſt Conqueror, is 
the other was the greateſt Politician of the Kings of /England , narifying 
their Leagues(which'tievettheleſs they purchaſed withtheir own ſwords) 
by Parliaments. | | 
And fo ſacred were our Leagues and Truces held to be inthoſe times, 
that 2. H.5. c. 6. It was enacted by Parliament, That the breaking of 
Traces should be High Treaſon in the ſubjefs of England, 
 *Butz. Ianſ{wer ad Rem, Itisfaid the Kings Prerogativ? 1s to make 
War and Peace. If the King then 'mzke a League, and the Parliament 
confirm that League, itis ſo far from leſſening that it confirms that Au- 
thoriry. | 
That there muſt be a New' League, and that it muſt have not only 
more, but Jarger dimenſions, then the preſent League in being, is evi- 
dent : Becaule the Houle of Commons in 'the late long Parliament 
voted, That the League offenſive and defenſive, berween, bs CMajeſtie 
and this State, u not according to ther Advices given ro bus Majeſtic, 
nor 
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nor purſuant to the ends by them propoſe ' Which vore has blaſted the 
& ou 


"pre 
. would all be of the ſame opinion; 


nt League ; And if you $hould call. twenty Parliaments, they 
ere may beg 


And becauſe all humane Providence'is short-fighted,, th 
proviſional clauſe added j That where the ordinary proviſions and re= 


'medies of this League $hall fall shore or diſproportionate, the Parlii 
meftt shall be called to deliberate of fupplemental complements' of pro- 


viſions, that may be adequate to the force that shall attacq the League. 
which will yet add both ſtrength-and reputation to it. | # 

zut not to enter into Common-place diſcourſes ; E: will infift upon 
but one thing more in this place, and ic is this: There is a\Rule which 
HMachiavel has obſerved, That the beſt and'moſt ſecure way to repreſs 
the -inſotence of an ambitious and powerful State, is to preclude and 


Ropup thoſe wayes by which he would come to his ond : andthat 


there 1s not a better or more ſecure way to ſupprels the inſolence, or 
croſs-bite the defignes of ſuch; then to take the ſame ways to. prevent, 
which hetakes to advance them. Now then, I think it would be of great 
advantape to this League (as every body may eafily apprehend) to-pur 
Oftend and Neuporr into the hands of England. And it Spain wiltſuffer 
themſelves to hear reaſon, and be perſuaded to dont, I am withour all 


'doubts, a way may be found how they may doit with infalfible ſecurity 
to themielves, of þ 


aving the ſaid places reſtored to them , ſo that their 
end may be obtaincd, and their hazard prevented. 

Having now ſpoken to that part of the Parhaments confirmation, T 
Shall diſcourſe, and that very briefly, the other part of the ratification 


by the General Eſtates; and the more willingly, becauſe I think ic may 


import this Szatc in a double reſpeft. And I have conceived it thus, 
The preſcicice, predetermination and concourſe of God , none denies, 
tho all hive not conceived of therii in theſame mods. But the Politi- 
tian has ſaid, That 'tis a certain truth; that the things of this world are 
determined,and a ſet time appointed for their duration ; but thoſe run 
throw the whole courſe which is aligned them by their Stars, who keep. . 
their body in fuch Order, that it may 'not alter at all, or ifit does, it is 


for the better. And the way to preſerve ſuch Bodies: (wmixt bodies,” he 


ſpeaks of, as Common-wealrhs) is renovation + for no mere bodies are 


of long duration , unleſs they be often renewed; and the way be _—_ | 
; t 


oo 


them is to reduce them 'totheir firlt-principles ; andithey are reduced 
partly by external accident, and partly by internal prudence. Thoſe 
alterations are therefore ſalutiferous, which reduce'them towards their 
principles. But my defigne- is nor-to; enter, into the; common-place of 
renovation, therefore I; go on. And fince it isin the;nature of all things to 
. decline, and tend to.depravation z;t is the wiftdom of Governments to 
- Jook often back to theirfirſt; conſtitutions, which are the very Formal 
- Ratio; and Fundamental Laws of their Governments. Therefore ler the 
General Eſtates of the ſeaven Provinces be ſummoned ro meer in the 
great Zael in the Hage,to theſe twogeneralends. 1.To renew their Coms= 
mon-League among themſelves, which will have theſe two, admirable 
effes: Firſt ro cure their internal. diſeaſe, and eſpecially that kind of 
Politic Paralyſis of the two Provinces of Groeningenand Frieſland, which 
tends to mutulation. Secondly to reſtore a kind of new lite and vigour 
to their Government. No Government can live, that has not extraor- 
dinary remediesto have recource to in extraordinary caſes : Rome had its 
Di&ators, which keptit.im health z and England has its Parliament, 
without which its Government could not ſtand. For this .caufe has our 
Parliaments-ſo often renewed our Magnse Charta; neare forty times, 
And 2. toratifie this League with England : For as the firit defends 
them againſt internal diſeaſes; So this againſt external Force; the two 
difcaſes of which all Governments die. And this will alſo give reputa- 
tion abroad to the States thus recreated and fenced: And if there beany 
other Argument neceſſary toinforce the propoſition, it may be drawn 
from the nature of the Government itſelf. There are in Story and Po- 
litiks, bur three Diviſions of Common-wealths. Firlt , They are either 
Single, as Athens , Lacedemons, &c. Or by Leagues, as the Achaians, 
Etolians,SWitz,and the States. Secondly they are divided, into ſuch as 
are for preſervation, as Lacedemon and Venice, or for encreaſe, as Athens 
and Rome.” Or thirdly, Into Equaland #nequalin Libration. This is a 
a Government of a League, and for preſervation only, and very unequal; 
which whoſoever shall thorowly penetrate, shall find cauſe to apprehend 
the weight of this propoſition : for ſuch another War would- shake 
the States in pieces, And there are but one of three: wayes for them; War, 
Submiſſion toFrance ; 'or a League with England, Y. 
And if there were time, I think a manshould not feare to want either 
Matter 
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Marteror words, to ſet home-the Argument, 'They are now but newly 
delivered from the moſt dangerous Crifs that ever their State paſſed un- | 
der fince its firſt formation ; wherein they have laboured under, not 
"only very dangerous domeſtic Convullions, but the: powerful aſſaults 

-of Forrtign force. And therefore what Phiitjan that is nor a -Mounte- 
bank, would not preſcribe ſome potent reltorative in ſuch caſe 3 

-' Thavenow buttwothings to do, to-finish this ſecond part of my dif- 
cours, The oneis to ſet down ſome the uſt praiſes of the English Na- 
tion, to the end theſe people may be moved torely upon their friend- 

Ship with the greater confidence. And I would have donit elabouratly, 

burthat my diſcourſe has already drawn it ſelf our.to ſo great alength. 

The other is, The admirable cfte&_ that will be produced by opoſeing 

. the Pnglich courage to the French fierceneſs. Let us then but run them 

over, 

The English have alwayes been fincere in their Leagues, Alliances, 
and Treaties. I know preſently what.will be caſt in our teeth, and that 
1s the infamous breach of the Triple League. Buras he $hall alwayes be 
very far from making a truejudgment, that shall determin upon, one or 
a few ſingleaions; ſo nothing can be more injurious then to impeach 
the Faith of a gallant Nation, for that which no body have regreted 
more then themſelves. The Philoſopher has ſaid, that ations denomi- 
nate not the ſubje& to be ſuch, And itis true in Divinity, That a man is 
Not to be jtidged by a few,or many finglea@ions ; but by the courſe and 
tenor of his life. I ſay then, that the excellent virtue of faichfulneſs, has _ 
been the general tenor of the English in all times. Let not fo foul an ine 
dignitie therefore be charged onthem y but lerthe crime lye at the doors 
of thoſe few men who were the Authors and Counſelors of it. And in 
the mean time I will comfort my ſelf with this hope, that when the San- 

-Qtion of our Parliament shall come to be put upon this League, his Ma- 
Jeſtie and the whole Nation with him, will be reſtored to the good opt- 
nion of all whoſe intereſt it is not to believe lies. And let me fay this, 

'that T have not found in Story any nation tobe preferr'd to them for the 
above mentioned excellent qualitie $ wherein I may affirm that they 

- have exceeded the Romans themſelves : For the Romans paſſionatly 
'affeRting an Univerſal Soveraigntie and Dominion, were not ſeldom. 


conſtrained shamefully to prevaricate , bh make ſtrained et" 
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of their T.eaguies; toviolate theirPaich , and to paſs over all-whatſoever 
fpedts of mers nos > Ce xxl neg. Whereas the 
Enphich never can have any intereſt to p e their Empire upon 't 
body of Europe beyobdthofobeunde iii Godby nawre (his inſtru- 
ment) preſcribed to them : The moſtthey preteridto 1s, to-be Arbiters be- 
tween the Princesand States of Europe, as'wemay fee in the example of 
Henry 8. who living in an aQtive time, when three-fuch. great ſpirited 
Princes met, as himſelf , Charles V. and Frances 1. of France, might have 
made his own markets; yer fought; no more than to keep the Ballance 
equal between thoſe two. England: then, in Peace, has been famous for 
the excellent vertue of loyalty and faithfulneſs : and in all times for 
keeping cloſe to that rigbreome Maxim of holding the Ballance of Eu- 
rope fleady © a Maxim they took: up abovelix hundred years ago. In 
War they have been renowned for their courage, redoubred ſtrength, 
and preat atchievements. In a word, in War they have been juſt, as 
well as valiant; in Peace kind, and in both fincere. And for the profeſ- 
fion of the true Religion (without which all other things are either no- 
thing, or as good as nothing) they have been celebrated above all the Na- 
tions of Europe. fr began there early, and continued in the worſt of 
times: and fince the Reformation, her Dzvines has been the moſt lear- 
ned and pious of the Chriſtian world; as all Forreign Divines will be 
ready to teſtifie. Theſe methinks ſhauld be powertul encauragements 
to this State to joyn with England. Enpland, in whom the publick ver- 
'tue of true meaning, is inherent: from whom both in Peace and. War 
we may expe& not only Juſtice, but even generous goodneſs (toallude to 
the moſt ancient diſtinction of the-Jews:) and who againſt all other Na- 
tions are zealous againſt Popery. 

But that it may'appear we donot lay our ftreſsupon,generaland; rhe- 
torical difcourſes, there are other conſiderations of a more particular na- 
ture, which muſtnot be paſſed over. Eng/and has been the-principal in- 
ſtrument of faving this State twice from deſtruction ; oncetnithe Infan- 
cy of their Common-wealth, inthe time of Queen ELrabetb, againſt 

-the Spaniard; and now again in the late War, from the Freneb. Again, 
"nothing can ſecure this State forthe future,againſt the miſchiefs impeng- 
ing from France, but the friend{hip of England. And that Zvglend, in 
TonjunRion with this Srate, isable to ballance'the French AL 
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8hall thus demonſtrate. France is larger than Englend, but Zugland will 
alwaysafford more Sowldiers than France, I mean Foot : and the trength 
of all Armies conſiſts in the Infantry. The reaſonsof this arc theſe two, 
rt. Thediviſton of the people. In France, and generally in all other 
Countreys, there are but two divifions of the people, the Nobleſs and 
the Peaſants, butin England we liave three. 1. Thie Nobleſs, that is the 
Nobility and Gentry, competent to furnisha ſufficient Cavalry . 2. The 
Nomanry, or middle fort of people, which make up the grear Body of the 
Kingdom,and whoare ſufficient to furnish the greateſt and ſtrongeſt In- 
fantry of any Kingdom or State in the Chriſtian world. And. 3. the 19+ 
ferior ſort or Servants ; I mean ſuch as work for day-wages, which are 
very inconſiderable in number to the Yeomanry. The diviſion of the 
peopleis one of the principal Foundations of Empire: and the diviſion 
of the people in England, being the beft and moſt perfeR of any other in 
all Enrope, it muſt neceffarily follow, that England is capable to:endure 
ſtronger shocks than arry other Kingdom or State ,, founded upon the 
ſame balfance of Government, and is the moſt perfe&t Government of 
its kind in Enrope. 2. In England, the People, that is, the inferior Ten= 
try and Yeomanry are an over- balance, both tothe King, Nobility, and 
Church, which is a defect in Monarchy, and tends rothe generation of a 
Commonwealth. In France and Spain, the King arid the Nobility have 
deſtroyed the People; but in England the King and the People have de- 
ſtroyed the Nobility. Ifay then the ſtrength of the Kingdom of Enge 
land isin the inferior Gentry and Yeomanry, and theſe exceeding all 
other Kingdoms in number, ſtrength, and courage; irmuſt needs follow 
if the bufineſs should come to-betried, where blows muſt decide, that 
England wonld be toundan over-match even ro France it felf,if Demon- 
ſtration be Demonftration. But the cauſe and occafion how thefe rwo 
things come to be fo, thatis, why the Nobility of England are fo depreſ- 
ſed, and the people become fo formidable, as you may ſeethey are, if 
you look bur upon the Houſe of Lords, andthe Houfe of Commons, in 
our preſent Parliaments. I fay, the cauſe is, thofe popular Statutes of 
Population, a gainft retainers of the Nobility, and for Ahenations of their 
Lands, made by Henry 7. (the Romulas of the oy (re Kings) which 
Shews the unwartnefs of that politick King, whoin ſeeking to cure that 
dangerous flaw inthe Governmenr, AREAS being an over-match 
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to the Prince , made afar greater , of making the Commons formidable : 
for the one ſtrikes only at a King they diſlike , the other at the Throne it 
felf; although it betrue thoſe effes came nor to manifeſt themſelves, 
till above one hundred'years after his death. Therefore a wiſe Prince in- 
deed he was, bur not long-ſighred. SHE Te. 

Fo the ſecond. Fhe French have beaten and baffled the greateſt part 
of the Chriſtian world without fighting, and have oppretled them at 
their own-charge, Burt ifever they should come to deal with an Enemy 
that! would force them to fight, -they would shew themſelves to be 
Frenchmen,that is, would ſuffer themſelves to be perſwaded to ſubmir ta 
more reaſonable terms. ' | 

If you look upon the carriage of this whole War, you may prefently 
ſee, that the wiſeſt rhing which the French thought they could do, was 
ever to avoid fighting, ſuppoſing ſurely , that therein they imitated the 
wiſdom.of Fabius f Maximus. But this ismolt certain (as the diſcour- 
ſes upon Livy proves) That a General whodeſiresto keep the Field,can= 
not avoid fighting when the Enemy preſſes, and makes .it bis buſineſs to 
 engape him. Forin ſuch caſe there are but one of three ways. The firſt 
is the way of Fabizs, of ſtanding upon your guard , and keeping your 
Army in places of Advantage,and this is laudable and good, when your, 
Army is ſo ſtrong that the Enemy dares not attaque you, as it was in the: 
caſe of Fabics and Hannibal: for if Hannibal had advanced, Fabime: 
would have kept his ground and engaged him. The ſccond way to avoid 
fighting, if your Enemy will needs attaque you, ts flying, and fight or 
fly you muſt, Philip of - Macedon being invaded by the R omens, reſolved 
not tocome toa Battel z and toavoid it, he took the way:of Fabine, en- 
camped his Army upon the top of a Mountain, andintrenched himſelf 
ſo ſtrongly, that he believed the Romans durſt not-have ventured tocome 
at him. Butalas,the Romans wereanother kind.of Enemy, they not on- 
ty adventured, but removed him from his Mountain , and forced-him to 
fly with the greateſt part of his Army ; and hadir not been for the un- 

ſſableneſsof the Country which-hindred the purſuit, the Macedonians 

dall been-cut off, The-French were ſtrongly encamped at. St. Dennis, 
and did noratall believe that the Prince of Orange would attaque them , 
and yet for all their confidence, they could find no other remedy than to 


betake them(clves totheirheels., And this was the greateſt and moſt fa- 
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mous aQiion of the whole War, The third way toavoid fighting, isto . 
Shur your ſelf up in ſome ſtrong Town , which is the molt pernicious 
way of all, as making your ruine inevitable. Therefore (as Machiave! 
ſays) to keep the Field, and avoid fighting, isto be done no way ſo ſe- 
curely as by keeping fifty miles off, and ſending out ſtore of Spies and 

. Scouts that may give you notice of the Enemies approach, and oppor-« 
tunity to retreat. | | T9 | 
Nor isit neceſſary to do all this, that your Army ſhould be very nu. 
merous. The Romans and the Greeks al ways carried on their Wars with 
a few men, depending more upon their great.order and the excellence of 
their Diſcipline, than great nymbers; but the Eaſternand Weſtern Na- 
tions did all by their multitudes. Alexander conquered the world with 
30000.men. Pyrrbus was wont to ſay that with 1 000. menhe would 
othroughthe world, And yet Pyrrbus fought againſt the Romans, and 
_ themin two Battcls, and was in. the judgment of Hannibal himſelf, 
one of the greateſt Captains of the world. The ordinary Roman Army 
conſiſted of about 24000. men, andif they wereatany time overpreſſed 
with numbers, they exceeded not 50000, with which number at one 
timethcy oppoled 200000. Gauls, or, it you will, call them French- 
men, 
 Fherc are rwo Nations. whoſe genius reſembles that of the ancrent 
Romans, the Germans and.the Englich , who are deſcended from them, 
Bur there are theſe two differences between them :. 'The. Germans you 
ſhall never bring up to makea point blank attaque in the mouth of Can= 
nons, in fuch fal hion as the English; nor again after a rout fhall you 
hardly make them rally, as you may the Englizh. From all theſe things. 
I make this concluſion, That if the French renew the War again, the beſt 
way will beto oppoſe them with an Army of Engiih, and by all means. 
to force them to fight continually, till the Field be too hor for them, and 
when they car keep that no longer, their Towns will be of little ſervice 
tothem. The English have fought many Battels with the French, and 
always beaten them 3 and yet the French have exceeded. them much in 
Lumbers : as in the memorable_Battel of Poitiers, where the English 
were but about 8090. and the French were 60000, | 
And thus I come to the third and laſt part of my Diſcourſe, the office 
whexeof is to diſpaſe into method, ſuch arguments as will be neceflary to- 
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be uſed to rhe ſeveral parties, tharis to fay, the King, Parliament, and 
this State, to draw.them on to ſuch a League: and they are as followerh, 


BENGL TX 12 th * To the, King. 
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. 4,, It will ſerveto conciliate , and beget a better underſtanding be- 
tween him and the Parliament , andto remove fome part of that jealou- 

ie which the people travaif with of the Kings adminiftration, and which 
will never leave burning tilt it burn to the Foundations of the Throne if 
not prevented. Andif it atrains not the'end of introducing other co- 
operativeadts of concord, it will at Teaſt avert the haftening on of great- 
erevi's. Therebe ſome of thoſe things which the Parliametit would 
have, which the King would confent to, upon condition he might nor 
be preſſedin the reſt, as the caſe of the 'Dake of Tork, &c. Therefore 
let them begin with ſome popular great thing that may involve the inte- 
reſts andaffeCtions of all. ii 

2+ Astothar point of the confirmation by the Parliament, I have 
ſhewed the preſidentsof former times, 

3. The Ratification here by the General Eſtates will be equipolent to 
the Ratification in England by the Parliament, which faves the Kings 
guts Far thus the parties rather conſpire in one , how to render this 

exgueilluſtriousand great, than on their reſpeRive parts to be forced to 
- anything. 


To the Parliament. 


1, Letitmove from themfelves,that is,fet ſome of thoſe in the Houſe 
of Commons, who are of unqueſtionable reputation for Wiſdom, Ho=- 
neſty and Integrity, be engaged; let them engape others; and letthem 
communicate their C obnlbls with my Lord Shafirbmry and that Parry mn 
the Houſe of Lords. Then lertheSchemeand Projed be propoſedin the 
 Houſeof Commons, then the Commons feek the tank concurrence z 

and then let it be offered to the King,as the advice of the whole Kingdom; 
far every man is there in perfon, or by repreſentations. 4 
| | 2. This 
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+. 2, This will{hut.up thoſe avep#es, thoſs back doors, by which: 
Freneh have had Na 4 ourCouncils, an fe: Sf he > ANC 
conſequently will render. NES, of Lemans "re. fon -and 
ſecure, when that mighty trade of theirs, of buying Prorogations { hall be 
+. -3- Thisis an infallible argument, As theend of 2 thing is, {6 is the 
thing. - Therwo general endsof this League are; To preſerve the Prote- 
ſtant Religion ; and to preſerve and reſtore the Ballance of Europe, by 
leſſening the power of France.” And thoſe are the two greateſt endsin 
Chriſtendom; therefore that thing that has thoſe for irs ends is the 
greateſt thing : and the minds of gallant men are exceedingly moved 
with great things, and ſtrongly carried to the purſuit of them.  _.. 


" 


To this State: 


7+; The firſt argument is prudential. Prudence is that vertue, by 
which, when ſeveral things are offered , we are dire&ed which to chule, 
and which torefuſe; whattodo, and what not to do. Holland then 
muſt eiaher make a League with France, or with England, or remain 
Neuter. . 

To' make a League with: France is utterly imprudene, for theſe two 
reaſons. per | PRESIBTL Lag f 373 Denis 4. 

I. Becauſe Franceaiming at and defigni '£ an Univerſal CHonarchy, 
would only ſecure himſclt of them, of of eir qwn turn come, that is, 
till he hath ſwallowed up the Spanich Netherlands and Germany , when 
he would turn his Force upon them.. + 
. 2. By ſuch means they would loſe the beſt and ſureſt friend they have 

had from their Foundation of their State, and that is England. And 

wherea Stateis not ſufficient by its own proper force , in reſpe@ of the 
weakneſs of the ſame, or the mightineſs of its Neigbours, to defend it 
ſelf; it muſt of neceſflity rely ſome where els for proteQion. : 

Toremain in a neutral condition cannot be. For fo, inftead of making 
one friend, they would make three enemies. And in caſc France should 
rencw the war upon them, England would be won, upon ſuch terms as 
France would offer , either to join withithem', or to. ſtand ſtill, an 5 2% 
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d /#nd commands borhthe partsand-perſons of a. greatyricght and 
valiant nation , from whom neither money nor ſouidiers will bewant- 
ing to beat down the power of chat proud & inſulting nation of France. 
But theſe people hereare afraid of France, why then, let them make a 

Teague with thoſe of whom France it elf is afraid. And-withal ler: them 
remember this League is to.be' made with a People, from whom they 
havereceived the greateſt benefits, a5 T have shewed before.” <And' this 
argument alone will beat down the moſt; if not all the &bjeRionsthar 
would ariſe againſt ſuch a League, propoſedin any other manner. 

3- Thegreatrepuration and ſecurity ſuch a League will give to; this 
State, which will coverthem as with wings of ProteRion againſt France, 
and whoſoever elſe would w on them. | 2 1 A} 2 
' Tf Thavenotexpreſſed the Tallngs {6 asT would, T have donie it fo 
well as Tcan ina short time. And fofſubmirting it with all decent humt= 
lity, to the grave Conſiderations of thoſe excellent perſonages whom it 
may moſtconcern, Lleaveit to its Fate. if 


| þ 42 England. he. Pacliamenc repreſents the whole pee b 
Eng 
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